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January 12, 2004

TWO SENTENCED IN ROBBERY OF THE HAMPTON INN,  LAWRENCE,
KANSAS

TOPEKA, Kan. – United States Attorney Eric Melgren announced  that Gwyndell B.
Declerck, 35, Kansas City, Missouri, was sentenced on January 8, 2004, by U.S. District Judge
Richard D. Rogers to ten years  and five months in federal prison, without parole, to be
followed by three years of supervised release.  Andrew Louis Fluker, 37, Topeka, Kansas,
was sentenced on December 31, 2003, by U.S. District Judge Richard D. Rogers to seven years
in federal prison, without parole, to be followed by three years of supervised release.

Melgren said that Declerck entered a guilty plea on September 19, 2003, to one count
of robbing the Hampton Inn in Lawrence, Kansas, and one count of brandishing a firearm during
the robbery.

Melgren stated that Fluker entered a guilty plea on September 10, 2003, to one count of
brandishing a firearm during a crime of violence, the robbery of the Hampton Inn.

Melgren stated that Declerck and Fluker admitted at their pleas that on May 29, 2002,
they drove to the Hampton Inn, Lawrence, Kansas, armed with a semi-automatic pistol and a
black revolver.  Declerck and Fluker further admitted that Declerck entered the Hampton Inn,
brandished the semi-automatic pistol, threatened the employees, and stole money from the
business.  Fluker drove the get away car from the scene, fled from police during a car chase, and
attempted to ram a police car in order to escape.

Melgren commended the excellent work of the Lawrence Police Department in this
investigation and Assistant U.S. Attorney Randy Hendershot in this prosecution.
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